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October 19, 2020 (b)
TOWNSHIP
ADMIN

JANUAR
6, 2021

October 19, 2020 (b)

Chairman, Carl Richison, called hearing HTZC 20-03, for Jeff Kennington, to order at 7:35 pm 
and asked for a roll call of members. Due to the COVID-19 restrictions this meeting was held via 
Zoom.

Members Present:          Keith Campbell, Raelene Meadows, Carl Richison

Members Absent:           Jack Brown, Belinda Mortensen

Alternate Absent:            Jason Gloeckner

Secretary:                          Sherrie Steele

Zoning Inspector:            Matt Kurz

Public Present                  Daniel Thompson, Steve Eisenbrown, Todd Ruhe, Tom Nied, Jeff 
                                                                                  Kennington, April Kennington, Robin 
Lobenstein, Jerry Lobenstein, Karl Billisits,                                               Kelly Nelson

Mr. Richison stated Mr. Campbell would run the hearing this evening and he would be the host so 
he could watch to allow people into the hearing (via Zoom). 

Mr. Campbell explained the hearing rules and procedures. Mr. Campbell asked anyone who 
wished to speak tonight raise their right hand and be sworn in.

Mr. Campbell asked if there were any questions on the hearing procedures. There were no 
questions on the hearing procedures.

Mr. Campbell asked Board members if there were any abstentions from Board members. There 
were no abstentions.

Mr. Campbell asked the secretary if the notice of the hearing had been properly advertised. The 
secretary stated the hearing was advertised in the October 7, 2020 issue of the Delaware Gazette. 
Mr. Campbell asked the secretary to read the notice into the record.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Harlem Township Board of Zoning Appeals is being asked to consider the following:

Jeff Kennington, 5760 Kean Road, Westerville, Ohio 43082 is seeking a Variance to the regulation 
that states each lot only contain 1 dwelling in order to build a new home behind the existing house. 
Once the new home is built, the existing home would be demolished and removed from the property.

Physical address for the property is 5760 Kean Road, Westerville, Ohio 43082.

The hearing is scheduled for October 19, 2020 at 7:35 pm and will be held via Zoom. The hearing is 
open to the public. Please see the Harlem Township Website for access.

The application and accompanying documents are on display at the rear door of the Harlem 
Township Firehouse, 3883 South State Route 605, Galena, Ohio 43021.

Carl Richison, Chairman

Mr. Campbell asked Mr. Kurz if he had anything to report in regard to the applicant's request. 
Mr. Kurz stated he had no comments at this time.

Mr. Campbell asked the applicant to give a brief statement of what they were asking for. Mr. 
Kennington stated that they would like to live in the existing house until the new house is built out 
back and then tear the existing house down. Mr. Kennington stated they had hired DiYanni 
Builders to build the new home.

Mr. Campbell asked if there were any comments from the adjacent, adjoining, contiguous 
property owners. The secretary stated that she had received an email from Joni Manson with 
comments on the request. Mr. Richison stated he had also received the email and read the email 
into the record.
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Harlem Township Board of Zoning Appeals

Regarding the request for a Variance to build a new home behind an existing home at 5760 Kean 
Road, as a contiguous property owner, we would request that the BZA include a stipulation as to how 
long the existing house can remain after construction of the second house has reached a habitable 
stage. A second stipulation that the landowners will not be allowed to split the lot so that both houses 
remain would also be appreciated. And please remind the property owners that it is important to 
make sure drainage is not altered to increase the flow onto neighboring properties. If these items can 
be addressed, we do not see an issue with granting a variance for the temporary presence of a second 
house on the lot. Thank you for your consideration.

Joni Manson and David Snyder

13269 Bevelheimer Road

Mr. Campbell asked if there were any other comments from adjacent, adjoining, contiguous 
property owners. Being none, Mr. Campbell opened the hearing to the public for comments and 
questions.

Mr. Kurz asked if the demo of the existing house was going to be handled by DiYanni or would 
there be an outside company doing the demo. Mr. Kennington stated they have already selected an 
outside company to do the demo. Mr. Kurz stated he would like a written agreement to the 
Township that the existing house would be demolished. Mr. Kennington stated he would provide a 
written statement.

Mr. Nied asked about the ownership of the property. Mr. Kennington stated there is an existing 
mortgage on the property that is in his name, his wife April Kennington's name, and his brother-
in-law Daniel Thompson. Mr. Kennington stated they would be clearing the first mortgage and 
Daniel Thompson would then sign off on the mortgage. The new mortgage would be under Mr. 
Kennington's name and his wife's name through DiYanni Builders.

Mr. Nied stated normally there is a requirement of a Power of Attorney or all owners must be 
present for the hearing. Mr. Kennington stated that all three owners were present tonight.

Mr. Richison asked Mr. Thompson if he was in agreement with this plan and signing off on the 
mortgage. Mr. Thompson stated he was in agreement.

Mr. Campbell asked if there were any further comments from the public. Being none, Mr. 
Campbell asked for a motion to close the public portion of the hearing. Mr. Richison made a 
motion to close the public portion of the hearing. Ms. Meadows seconded the motion. Mr. 
Campbell asked for a roll call vote on the motion. Raelene Meadows, aye. Carl Richison, aye. 
Keith Campbell, aye. Motion carried.

Mr. Campbell asked Board members if they had any questions or comments on the application.

Mr. Richison stated for future reference, he would like to see this request be handled through a 
permit from the Zoning Inspector as opposed to the application process and fees. A homeowner 
does not need this additional expense.

Mr. Campbell stated he was in agreement with Mr. Richison. Mr. Campbell sated he would like to 
discuss this with the Trustees.

Mr. Campbell than asked for a short recess to write up a motion.

Mr. Richison stated he would like to make a motion to approve HTBZA 20-03 to allow a house to 
remain at 5760 Kean Road, Westerville, Ohio 43082 while a new house is built. The old house is to 
be torn down within 120 days after the occupancy permit is issued. Ms. Meadows seconded the 
motion. Mr. Campbell asked if there was any discussion on the motion. Being none, Mr. Campbell 
asked for a roll call vote on the motion. Raelene Meadows, aye. Keith Campbell, aye. Carl 
Richison, aye. Motion carried.

The secretary will schedule a meeting for the applicant to sign the letter of decision. Thirty days 
from the date of the signature, the applicant can apply to the Zoning Inspector for a permit.

Mr. Richison made a motion to adjourn. Ms. Meadows seconded the motion. Mr. Campbell asked 
for a voice vote on the motion, all aye. Motion carried. Hearing HTBZA 20-03 was adjourned at 
7:48 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherrie Steele, Secretary
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Carl Richison, Chairman

Keith Campbell, Vice Chairman

 


